
The Appointment of Mountbatten (1947) 

Introduction 

In early 1947, the British government decided to replace Lord Wavell as Viceroy of India 

because he had failed to resolve the growing political deadlock. Communal tensions, repeated 

failures of negotiations, and the inability to bring Congress and the Muslim League together 

made his position weak. To handle the final transfer of power, the British appointed Lord Louis 

Mountbatten, a young and energetic leader, as the last Viceroy of India. 

Reasons for Appointment 

Mountbatten was chosen due to his reputation as a capable military commander and diplomat. 

The British government believed his personality, fresh energy, and friendly attitude would help 

settle disputes. Unlike Wavell, who appeared rigid and less flexible, Mountbatten was seen as 

more approachable. Britain also wanted a man who could speed up the process of independence 

while protecting British interests in the region. 

Role of Mountbatten 

Mountbatten arrived in India in March 1947 and immediately started meeting Indian leaders. He 

listened to both Congress and Muslim League leaders and tried to find middle ground. Unlike 

previous Viceroys, he was open, confident, and direct in his dealings. His most important role 

was to finalize the transfer of power plan that would decide whether India would remain united 

or be partitioned. 

Impact on Indian Politics 

Mountbatten’s arrival created new hope for resolving the deadlock. Congress leaders trusted him 

because of his charm and openness, while the Muslim League welcomed his seriousness in 

addressing their demands. He realized quickly that partition might be the only way to avoid 

large-scale civil war. His leadership style, energy, and determination made him central to the 

final phase of British rule in India. 

Historical Importance 

The appointment of Mountbatten marked the final stage of India’s independence struggle. His 

ability to speed up decision-making and present a clear plan shaped history. Without his 

leadership, the transfer of power might have been delayed, creating even more violence. His 

appointment signaled Britain’s urgency to quit India and accept the reality of partition. Thus, 

Mountbatten’s role became crucial in ending British rule and creating two independent states—

India and Pakistan—in 1947. 

 


