Babur Establishing the Mughal Empire

Introduction to Babur and the Mughal Empire

Babur was the founder of the Mughal Empire in India. He came from Central Asia and was a
descendant of two famous conquerors — Timur on his father’s side and Genghis Khan on his
mother’s side. In 1526, he defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of Panipat and established
Mughal rule in Delhi and Agra. This marked the end of the Delhi Sultanate and the beginning of
Mughal dominance in South Asia.

Early Life and Ambitions

Babur was born in 1483 in the Fergana Valley (modern-day Uzbekistan). He inherited the throne
at only twelve years old but faced many difficulties in keeping his rule. He lost his territories
many times and struggled against local nobles in Central Asia. These struggles made him
experienced in warfare and leadership. Since Central Asia was unstable, Babur started looking
towards India, which was rich, fertile, and politically weak. His ambition was to build a strong
empire there.

The First Battle of Panipat (1526)

The First Battle of Panipat was a turning point in Indian history. At that time, Ibrahim Lodi was
the ruler of Delhi, but many Afghan nobles were unhappy with him. They invited Babur to
attack. Babur came with only around 12,000 soldiers, while Lodi had over 100,000 men.
However, Babur’s army was well-trained and disciplined. He used cannons, muskets, and
artillery for the first time in Indian warfare. This shocked the Indian army, especially their war
elephants. As a result, Babur won the battle and captured Delhi and Agra.

Babur’s Military Tactics and Strength

Babur’s success was not just luck; it was due to his clever military strategies. He introduced the
tulughma system, where the army was divided into wings, a center, and reserves. He also used
the araba system, where carts were tied together to support cannons. His cavalry was fast and
skilled with bows and arrows, giving him mobility. Most importantly, his use of artillery and
gunpowder weapons gave him a huge advantage over Indian armies that relied on elephants.
Babur’s discipline and leadership inspired his men and brought him victory.

Importance of Babur’s Rule

Babur ruled India only for four years (1526—1530), but his rule was very important. He ended the
Delhi Sultanate and laid the foundation of a new empire that lasted for nearly three centuries. He
also introduced Persian culture, poetry, and traditions that shaped Mughal court life. Though he
died early, his successors like Humayun and Akbar expanded and strengthened the empire



further. Babur’s establishment of the Mughal Empire changed the politics, culture, and society of
South Asia for centuries.



