
Contributions of Khawaja Nazimuddin 

Introduction 

Khawaja Nazimuddin was one of the key leaders during the early years of Pakistan. After the 

death of Quaid-e-Azam in 1948, he became the second Governor-General of Pakistan. Later, in 

1951, after the assassination of Liaquat Ali Khan, he became the second Prime Minister. He was 

known for being soft-spoken, polite, and honest. Even though he was not considered a very 

strong politician, he tried his best to keep Pakistan united during times of great difficulty. 

Role as Governor-General (1948–1951) 

As Governor-General, Khawaja Nazimuddin played an important but mostly ceremonial role. He 

gave full support to Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan and respected the system of parliamentary 

democracy. Unlike some later leaders, he never tried to misuse his powers. He represented 

Pakistan at official events and kept good relations with foreign leaders. At a time when Pakistan 

was facing the refugee crisis and trying to build new institutions, his leadership helped maintain 

stability and continuity. 

Role as Prime Minister (1951–1953) 

When Liaquat Ali Khan was assassinated, Khawaja Nazimuddin was appointed Prime Minister. 

He faced very serious challenges, including food shortages, political unrest, and religious 

protests. His government tried to control food prices and improve supplies during famine 

conditions. However, he was often seen as politically weak and unable to control opposition 

groups. His simple and honest nature won respect, but it was not enough to overcome political 

difficulties. Finally, in 1953, Governor-General Ghulam Muhammad dismissed him, which 

ended his government and weakened democracy. 

Contributions to Pakistan 

Despite these challenges, Khawaja Nazimuddin made valuable contributions to Pakistan. He 

worked to preserve democracy by respecting parliamentary rules and institutions. He supported 

the Objectives Resolution, which gave Pakistan a stronger Islamic identity and guided its future 

constitution. He also tried to maintain peace among provinces and represented Pakistan as a 

peaceful and democratic country in the international community. Although resources were very 

limited, he took steps to handle food shortages. As a leader of the Muslim League, he also tried 

to keep the party strong and united. 

Challenges Faced 

The period of his leadership was full of difficulties. Pakistan was still a new country with weak 

institutions and very limited resources. The refugee crisis created serious social and economic 

pressures. There were also strong political and provincial differences, which made unity difficult. 



Religious protests created further unrest, and his dismissal in 1953 showed how non-democratic 

forces were beginning to dominate politics. 

Legacy 

Khawaja Nazimuddin is remembered as a humble, honest, and loyal leader of Pakistan. His 

leadership gave continuity after the deaths of Quaid-e-Azam and Liaquat Ali Khan. Although he 

was not very strong politically, he always respected democracy, parliamentary traditions, and 

Islamic values. His removal from power was a turning point, as it gave more authority to the 

Governor-General and reduced the power of the parliament. Overall, his contribution shows the 

struggles of Pakistan’s early years and the importance of sincere leadership in difficult times. 

 


