Contributions of Liaquat Ali Khan (1947-1951)

Introduction

Liaquat Ali Khan was the first Prime Minister of Pakistan and served from 1947 until his
assassination in 1951. He was a close companion of Quaid-e-Azam and one of the main leaders
of the Muslim League. After independence, he played a vital role in guiding the new country
through economic, political, and social challenges. He is remembered for his honesty, simplicity,
and loyalty, which earned him the title “Quaid-e-Millat” (Leader of the Nation).

Political Role and Governance

As Prime Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan worked hard to establish parliamentary democracy in
Pakistan. He led the Constituent Assembly and guided the early steps towards constitution-
making. In 1949, he presented the Objectives Resolution, which laid the foundation of Pakistan’s
Islamic identity while keeping democratic principles. His leadership was based on unity,
discipline, and faith, which were needed to keep the new country stable. He respected democratic
traditions and set high standards of honesty for future leaders.

Economic and Social Efforts

Pakistan inherited very few resources at the time of independence, and the division of assets with
India was extremely unfair. Liaquat Ali Khan worked to stabilize the economy and establish new
financial institutions. He supported agricultural development to overcome food shortages,
especially for refugees. He also promoted industrial growth and encouraged education and
technical progress. His policies aimed to make Pakistan self-reliant and less dependent on India,
even though resources were very limited.

Foreign Policy Contributions

In foreign policy, Liaquat Ali Khan adopted a balanced and independent approach. He wanted
Pakistan to have friendly relations with all countries, particularly the Muslim world and Western
powers. In 1950, he visited the United States, which improved Pakistan’s international position
and brought foreign support. He also worked to build strong relations with Muslim countries,
which gave Pakistan an important role in the Islamic world. His foreign policy showed
independence and national dignity at a time when global powers were competing for influence.

Assassination and Legacy

Liaquat Ali Khan was assassinated on 16 October 1951 while addressing a gathering in
Rawalpindi. His sudden death shocked the entire nation and created a political vacuum. He was
given the title “Shaheed-e-Millat” (Martyr of the Nation) in recognition of his sacrifice. His
assassination weakened democracy and opened the way for political instability. However, his
contributions in constitution-making, economic development, and foreign policy remain very



important. He is remembered as an honest, loyal, and sincere leader whose example still inspires
Pakistanis.



