
Direct Action Day 1946 

Background 

The British Cabinet Mission Plan failed because Congress and the Muslim League could not 

agree. The Muslim League believed that Muslim rights and interests were being ignored, which 

created frustration. In response, Jinnah announced Direct Action Day on 16th August 1946. The 

purpose was to show the strength and unity of Muslims in demanding Pakistan. The League 

instructed people to remain peaceful, and the main focus of the protest was in Calcutta. 

Events in Calcutta 

Calcutta was selected as the main center of protest because Bengal had a large Muslim 

population. The Muslim League organized huge rallies, and at first the demonstrations were 

peaceful. However, Hindu groups also arranged counter-protests, which created tension. Soon 

clashes broke out between Muslims and Hindus. The police and British authorities failed to 

maintain control, and violence quickly spread across the city. What started as a peaceful 

demonstration turned into riots and destruction. 

Causes of Violence 

The violence did not happen suddenly; it had deep roots. There was mistrust between Congress 

and the Muslim League, and religious and cultural differences increased tensions. The British 

failed to provide security or a neutral solution, while propaganda from both sides added fuel to 

the fire. Bengal already had a history of communal clashes, and the poor economic situation 

made people more frustrated. Strong political speeches also created emotions, and some groups 

acted violently without control. 

Consequences 

The riots in Calcutta lasted for several days and are remembered as the Great Calcutta Killings. 

Around 4,000 people lost their lives, and over 100,000 were left homeless. The violence soon 

spread to other areas like Bihar, Punjab, and Noakhali. Hatred between Hindus and Muslims 

grew stronger, and the Muslim League argued that Pakistan was the only solution to protect 

Muslims. Congress, however, accused the League of encouraging violence, which made the 

political situation even worse. 

Historical Significance 

Direct Action Day became a turning point in the freedom struggle. It showed the power of the 

Muslim League in mobilizing the masses for Pakistan. The riots convinced many Muslims that 

coexistence with Hindus was not possible, and partition became more certain. The tragedy also 

exposed the British failure to control law and order. This event is remembered as a warning of 

the massive violence that later came with the partition in 1947, and it strongly shaped the path 

toward the creation of Pakistan. 



 


