Reforms of the Early Mughal Emperors — Literature

Introduction to Mughal Literary Reforms

The early Mughal emperors gave great importance to literature as part of their cultural and
intellectual policies. Literature was not just seen as entertainment but also as a tool for preserving
history, spreading ideas, and strengthening the empire’s identity. Babur, the founder of the
dynasty, himself was a writer, and his tradition continued with later emperors. Persian was
promoted as the official language of administration and literature, while poetry, history, and
translations were actively supported. This patronage created a unique cultural synthesis and
shaped the Mughal legacy.

Babur and Humayun’s Contributions

Babur was the first Mughal ruler to contribute directly to literature. His autobiography, the
Baburnama, written in Turkish and later translated into Persian, gave a vivid picture of his life,
battles, and even observations of nature and poetry. This work set an example for future
emperors to record their experiences. His son, Humayun, continued this tradition by encouraging
scholars, poets, and astrologers in his court. He supported Persian literature and helped translate
scientific and cultural texts. These early efforts built the foundation for the vast literary reforms
of Akbar’s reign.

Akbar’s Literary Reforms

Akbar played the most important role in developing Mughal literature. He established a special
translation bureau known as Maktab Khana, where Sanskrit texts were translated into Persian.
This included great works such as the Mahabharata (renamed Razmnama), Ramayana, and other
Hindu and Jain scriptures. Akbar also encouraged historians to record the history and
administration of his empire. The most famous of them was Abul Fazl, who wrote the
Akbarnama and the Ain-i-Akbari. These works not only praised the emperor but also gave
valuable knowledge about Mughal society, culture, and governance. Akbar’s reforms promoted
religious tolerance and intellectual diversity.

Jahangir and Shah Jahan’s Contributions

Jahangir carried forward the literary tradition of his father. He wrote his own autobiography, the
Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, which included details of politics, governance, and even his personal interests
such as art and nature. His court also supported poets and historians who wrote in Persian. Shah
Jahan, known for his love of beauty and refinement, also encouraged literature, especially poetry.
Writers described his grand architectural projects and celebrated his rule in elegant Persian verse.
The literary works of this period reflected the glory, refinement, and sophistication of the Mughal
court.

Significance of Literary Reforms



The literary reforms of the early Mughal emperors had a long-lasting impact on Indian history
and culture. By promoting Persian as the official language, the Mughals created a common
cultural medium across their empire. Their patronage of poets and historians encouraged
creativity and preserved valuable knowledge. The translation of Sanskrit texts into Persian
connected Indian traditions with Islamic-Persian culture, creating harmony and mutual
understanding. Autobiographies such as Baburnama and Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri preserved the
personal thoughts of the emperors for future generations. Overall, these reforms enriched Indian
literature and left behind a strong legacy that influenced later periods.



