Reforms of the Early Mughal Emperors Education

Importance of Education for the Mughals

The early Mughal emperors believed that education was necessary for building a strong and
stable empire. They thought that knowledge improves a person’s moral character and helps in
good administration. Babur and Humayun laid the foundation of learning, but Akbar developed a
proper system. Education included religion, culture, administration, and moral values. The
emperors also supported poets, writers, and teachers by giving them land and money.

Akbar’s Educational Reforms

Akbar made major changes in education. He believed learning should cover both religious and
worldly subjects. Schools and madrasas were built in many towns and villages. He encouraged
the translation of books from Sanskrit, Arabic, and Greek into Persian, so more people could
study them. The curriculum included the Quran, Persian literature, astronomy, mathematics,
medicine, and history. He also set up libraries with thousands of books. His reforms created
balance between moral and practical education.

Jahangir and Shah Jahan’s Contributions

Jahangir followed Akbar’s policies and promoted education in literature, calligraphy, law, and
history. He also encouraged spiritual studies and supported Sufi scholars. Shah Jahan continued
these reforms and focused on practical fields like architecture, engineering, and fine arts. He
built new madrasas and expanded libraries. Both emperors respected teachers and gave them
land grants to continue their services. Their efforts helped keep the Mughal education system
strong.

Role of Madrasas and Institutions

Madrasas were the main learning centers in the Mughal Empire. They taught both religious and
practical subjects. Students studied the Quran, Islamic law, Persian, mathematics, astronomy, and
medicine. These institutions also trained people for government jobs, law, and the military.
Education in madrasas was often free for poor students, supported by the emperor and nobles.
Madrasas played a big role in producing skilled scholars, administrators, and writers who helped
the empire.

Legacy of Mughal Educational Reforms

The Mughals left a lasting impact on education in India. Their system combined religion, culture,
science, and administration, which gave students a balanced education. The translations of books
into Persian enriched Indian knowledge. Their schools, libraries, and grants created a culture of
learning that shaped society. The Mughal education system influenced later systems during
colonial times and even modern education. Their legacy proved that knowledge is the key to
building a strong and cultured society.






