
Reforms of the Early Mughal Emperors  Religious  

 Religious Policies of the Mughals 

Religion was very important for Mughal emperors. Babur and Humayun followed Islamic 

traditions but also respected Hindu practices. They tried to keep peace between different groups. 

Later emperors, especially Akbar, introduced strong reforms to promote tolerance and harmony. 

Akbar’s Reforms 

Akbar was the most tolerant emperor. He removed the Jizya tax on Hindus and promoted Sulh-i-

Kul (peace for all). He welcomed scholars from all religions to debate in Ibadat Khana. He also 

created Din-i-Ilahi as a spiritual movement. His policies reduced conflicts and built unity in the 

empire. 

Jahangir and Shah Jahan 

Jahangir followed Akbar’s tolerance but was personally closer to Islam. He supported Sufis and 

allowed Hindus to hold important positions. Shah Jahan leaned more towards Islam, built 

mosques, and supported madrasas, but he also respected Hindu traditions. Their policies kept the 

empire stable. 

 Role of Sufism 

Sufism had a big impact on Mughal religious life. Sufi saints taught peace and kindness, and 

their shrines became centers of unity where people of different faiths gathered. The emperors 

supported shrines with donations. This helped reduce tensions and strengthened harmony. 

 Legacy 

The religious reforms of the Mughals left a lasting effect on Indian society. Akbar’s tolerance set 

an example for unity. Respect for different religions and Sufi influence created peace and 

cooperation. Even though later emperors became stricter, the early reforms proved that tolerance 

was necessary for a stable empire. 

 


