
Reforms of the Early Mughal Emperors in Music 

Introduction 
The Mughal emperors were not only rulers but also lovers of culture. Music was given great 

importance in their courts. They blended different traditions from Persia, Central Asia, and India 

to create a unique Mughal style. Musicians held a respected position and their performances 

were part of daily court life, festivals, and ceremonies. Music was closely linked with poetry and 

art, making it a symbol of refinement. 

Babur’s Contribution 

Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire, enjoyed music deeply. He introduced Persian 

instruments and admired both Turkish and Indian styles. He promoted cultural exchange by 

mixing Central Asian traditions with Indian music. His memoirs, Baburnama, mention how 

music was part of his court life. Babur laid the foundation for later emperors to continue musical 

patronage. 

Humayun’s Reforms 

Humayun continued Babur’s interest in music. During his exile in Persia, he developed a deeper 

appreciation of Persian music and brought back skilled musicians to India. He encouraged 

devotional music and Sufi traditions in his court. His reforms strengthened Mughal cultural 

identity and helped shape the unique Mughal musical style that combined different traditions. 

 Akbar’s Patronage 

Akbar was the greatest supporter of music among the early emperors. His court became the 

center of music where legendary figures like Tansen performed. Akbar promoted Hindustani 

classical music along with Persian melodies. New ragas were created, blending Indian and 

Persian sounds. He also encouraged devotional songs, showing his spirit of tolerance and cultural 

unity. Music during Akbar’s reign reached its golden age. 

 Legacy 

The reforms of Babur, Humayun, and Akbar laid a strong foundation for Mughal music. Their 

courts became centers of creativity where Indian, Persian, and Central Asian traditions were 

fused. Later emperors like Jahangir and Shah Jahan built upon this rich legacy. The Mughal 

emphasis on music not only enriched their empire but also shaped Indian classical music for 

centuries. 


