
Reforms of the Early Mughal Emperors in Trade 

and Commerce 

Introduction 

Trade and commerce played a very important role in the Mughal economy. Internal trade 

connected rural and urban centers, while external trade linked India with Central Asia, Persia, 

and Europe. Agriculture provided the surplus for markets, and crafts supplied goods for local and 

foreign buyers. A stable coinage system made transactions easier. 

 Babur’s Role 

Babur encouraged trade with Central Asia and Persia. Using the Silk Route, goods, cultures, and 

ideas were exchanged. He supported traders and merchants, which helped strengthen the 

financial base of his empire. Babur introduced Persian trading practices and laid the foundation 

for the Mughal commercial system. 

Humayun’s Policies 

Humayun faced serious economic challenges due to instability and exile. Trade routes were 

disrupted, and merchant confidence was weakened. He relied heavily on Persian support. After 

regaining the throne, he attempted to restore markets and encouraged crafts and artisans. 

However, his fragile rule prevented him from making lasting reforms in commerce. 

Akbar’s Reforms 

Akbar brought peace and stability that allowed trade to flourish. He built secure roads connecting 

markets and ports, supervised prices through state officials, and encouraged external trade with 

Central Asia, Persia, and Europe. Goods like cotton, silk, indigo, and spices became important 

exports. Standardized coinage increased trust, making Akbar’s reign a golden age for commerce. 

Legacy 

The early Mughals established a strong commercial foundation. They integrated local and 

international markets, making Indian goods popular abroad. Crafts, agriculture, and industries 

supported both rural and urban economies. Under Akbar, Mughal trade gained international 

importance, shaping India’s role in global trade networks for centuries. 


