
Introduction 

The Simla Conference was held in June–July 1945 at the Viceregal Lodge in Simla under 

Viceroy Lord Wavell. It was an important attempt to bring the Congress and the Muslim League 

together to decide India’s future government system. However, it ended in failure. 

Background 

The failure of earlier attempts like the Cripps Mission, along with the growing demand for 

independence, created the need for new talks. The Muslim League under Jinnah was becoming 

more powerful, and Congress was still pushing for full independence. The British wanted to 

solve the political deadlock before the end of World War II. Lord Wavell introduced the Wavell 

Plan as the basis of the conference. 

The Wavell Plan 

The Wavell Plan proposed a new Executive Council with only Indian members, giving equal 

representation to Muslims and non-Muslims. The Viceroy would keep control of defense and 

foreign affairs. However, disagreements quickly arose. Jinnah demanded that only the Muslim 

League should nominate Muslim members, while Congress wanted to include Muslims of their 

own choice. 

Main Issues 

The main disagreement was over Muslim representation. Jinnah claimed the Muslim League was 

the sole representative of all Muslims, while Congress disagreed. Both sides refused to 

compromise. Gandhi supported Congress, which deepened the conflict with Jinnah. The British 

Viceroy tried but failed to bring the parties together. 

Failure of the Conference 

The talks collapsed on July 14, 1945, without reaching any agreement. The Muslim League 

emerged stronger by showing unity, while Congress appeared weaker. The British realized that 

Hindu-Muslim divisions were very serious. The failure of the conference disappointed many 

Indians and increased mistrust between the two communities. 

Significance 

Despite its failure, the Simla Conference was very important. It established the Muslim League 

as the main political voice of Muslims and made Jinnah a powerful leader. The British and 

Congress realized they could not ignore the League in future negotiations. The conference set the 

stage for the Cabinet Mission of 1946 and ultimately paved the way for the partition of India in 

1947. 

 


