
Succession Issues as a Cause of Decline 

Another major cause for the decline of the Mughal Empire was the issue of succession. Unlike 

European monarchies, the Mughals had no fixed law of succession. Every emperor’s death 

triggered a war among the princes, with nobles and generals supporting different sides. These 

conflicts wasted resources, created instability, and weakened central authority. 

Aurangzeb’s Death and Aftermath 

When Aurangzeb died in 1707, his sons fought a bloody war of succession. This civil war 

consumed resources, divided the nobility, and set a dangerous precedent. Instead of ensuring 

unity, succession disputes encouraged further divisions in the ruling elite. The empire lost 

precious manpower and finances during this critical period. 

Weak Successors and Factionalism 

The emperors who followed Aurangzeb were generally weak and lacked administrative skill. 

They often depended on powerful nobles or military commanders who manipulated succession to 

their advantage. This made the Mughal throne lose its prestige, as emperors appeared like 

puppets controlled by court factions. Such weakness encouraged provincial governors to assert 

independence. 

Consequences of Succession Wars 

The repeated succession disputes brought severe consequences. Civil wars drained the treasury 

and distracted rulers from governance, reforms, or defense. The economy suffered, agriculture 

declined, and the people faced instability. Provinces gradually broke away, while nobility 

remained divided and disloyal. Foreign invaders exploited this disunity, further weakening the 

empire. 

Conclusion 

Succession issues were a central reason for the Mughal Empire’s decline. The absence of a clear 

succession law created repeated conflicts. Aurangzeb’s successors proved incapable of 

maintaining unity, while nobles and governors used succession to serve personal interests. These 

disputes destroyed central authority, encouraged provincial autonomy, and directly accelerated 

the fragmentation of the Mughal Empire. 

 


