The Objectives Resolution (1949)

Introduction

The Objectives Resolution was presented by Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan and passed by the
Constituent Assembly on 12 March 1949. It was the first step towards building Pakistan’s
constitutional framework. The Resolution declared that sovereignty belongs to Allah and that the
authority of the state would be exercised by the people through their elected representatives. It
set Pakistan on the path of becoming both an Islamic and democratic state.

Key Features

The Resolution recognized the sovereignty of Allah as the highest principle in Pakistan’s
political system. It stated that the authority of the government would be exercised through
elected representatives. It promised that Muslims would have opportunities to live their lives
according to Islamic principles. At the same time, it gave full rights to non-Muslims to practice
their religions freely. The Resolution stressed freedom, equality, social justice, and protection of
human rights as guiding values for Pakistan’s future constitution.

Importance for Constitution-Making

The Objectives Resolution became the guiding document for constitution-making in Pakistan. It
gave a clear direction by balancing Islamic identity with democratic governance. It reassured
Muslims that Pakistan would be based on Islamic values, while also protecting minority rights.
The Resolution showed that Pakistan’s purpose was different from India’s secular system, as it
highlighted Islam as a central part of national identity. Lawmakers used it as a framework for
drafting Pakistan’s later constitutions.

Reactions and Debates

The Resolution was welcomed by most Muslim leaders, who saw it as a true expression of
Pakistan’s ideology. Minorities were happy with the promise of religious freedom but some
expressed concerns that too much focus on Islam might affect equality. Liaquat Ali Khan
explained that Pakistan would be both democratic and Islamic, protecting the rights of all
citizens. Although critics argued that the Resolution was too general, it still reduced confusion
and gave a common vision for the future.

Legacy and Significance

The Objectives Resolution became a permanent part of Pakistan’s constitutional and political
identity. It shaped all later constitutions, including those of 1956, 1962, and 1973. It established
Pakistan as a state where Islamic values and democracy could work together. It also guaranteed
the protection of minority rights and guided Pakistan’s national policies. In 1985, it was made a
permanent part of the Constitution’s preamble by General Zia-ul-Haq. Today, it remains an
important milestone in Pakistan’s history and a symbol of the country’s ideological foundation.






