The Social Impact of Aurangzeb’s Policies on the
Stability of the Mughal Empire

Introduction

Aurangzeb’s reign marked a sharp departure from the Mughal tradition of religious tolerance and
social inclusiveness. His rigid Islamic policies affected the empire’s social harmony and
destabilized the foundations of Mughal rule. The revival of discriminatory practices and heavy
taxation widened the gap between the emperor and his subjects.

Religious Intolerance and Division

Aurangzeb revived the jizya tax on non-Muslims and ordered the destruction of several Hindu
temples. These actions created bitterness among Hindu subjects and alienated the Rajputs, who
had been important allies of the Mughal state since Akbar’s time. The persecution of the Sikhs,
including the execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur, intensified hostility. The Marathas also grew in
strength as resentment against Aurangzeb’s policies increased. Religious intolerance replaced
earlier harmony with mistrust and division.

Impact on Nobility and Administration

Aurangzeb’s preference for orthodox Muslim nobles weakened the inclusiveness of Mughal
administration. Hindu and Shia nobles were sidelined, while Rajput chiefs turned against the
empire. This polarization reduced unity within the nobility and undermined Mughal control over
provinces. Court politics became more unstable, as loyalty to the emperor weakened. The empire
lost its ability to integrate diverse elites into a functioning political system.

Wider Social Consequences

Aurangzeb’s continuous wars required heavy taxation, which created suffering among peasants.

Restrictions on festivals, music, and cultural activities further alienated common people. Social

unrest spread across the Deccan, Punjab, and Rajputana. Peasants and communities increasingly
supported local leaders, rebels, or regional powers instead of the Mughals. These developments

further weakened Mughal prestige and stability.

Conclusion

Aurangzeb’s social policies undermined the unity and inclusiveness that had once been the
strength of the Mughal Empire. His rigid religious approach alienated Hindus, Rajputs, Sikhs,
and Marathas, while taxation and restrictions caused unrest among common people. The result
was widespread instability, mistrust, and disunity, which directly contributed to the decline and
eventual breakup of the Mughal Empire.



