
Weaknesses of the Mughal Empire – The Power 

of Nobility (1658–1761) 

Introduction 

The nobility played a very important role in the Mughal Empire. They held high positions in the 

administration and the military. They controlled provinces, collected revenue, and maintained 

private armies. The emperor depended on them for the stability of the empire. But this 

dependence also created weakness. When nobles became too powerful, they started acting 

independently. Some nobles ignored the emperor’s orders and followed their own interests. 

Rivalries between noble groups divided the court and weakened the empire’s unity. Instead of 

strengthening the empire, the power of nobility often weakened it. This became one of the major 

causes of decline. 

Aurangzeb and Nobility 

During Aurangzeb’s rule, nobles were ambitious and wanted more power. To secure their loyalty, 

Aurangzeb gave them important positions in the empire. But many nobles misused this power 

and became corrupt. They collected revenue but often kept it for themselves instead of sending it 

to the treasury. Some nobles even disobeyed orders, especially in distant provinces. The nobility 

also formed factions in the court, competing for influence. These divisions weakened the unity of 

the Mughal system. Aurangzeb could not control them fully because the empire was too large. 

Their growing strength limited the emperor’s own authority. 

Nobility under Successors 

After Aurangzeb’s death, his successors were weaker and could not manage the nobles. The 

nobles became the real power behind the throne. They acted as “kingmakers,” supporting one 

prince against another during succession struggles. This made the empire unstable and full of 

civil wars. Many provinces, like Bengal, Hyderabad, and Awadh, were controlled by nobles who 

behaved like independent rulers. The central government had little authority over them. The 

unity of the empire collapsed as the nobles grew stronger. This shift in power was one of the 

biggest reasons for the Mughal decline after 1707. 

 

Economic and Political Impact 

The power of the nobles had serious economic and political effects. Nobles often kept revenue 

from the provinces and used it for themselves. With this wealth, they built private armies, which 

made them even stronger. Weak emperors could not stop this corruption. Nobles also forced 

heavy taxes on peasants, which created poverty and reduced agricultural production. Rivalries 

among nobles wasted resources on wars and conflicts inside the empire. The central treasury 



became empty while the nobles grew richer. This imbalance damaged both the economy and the 

authority of the emperor. It showed how harmful their unchecked power had become. 

Legacy 

The legacy of the Mughal nobility was one of division and weakness. Their power grew so 

strong that they no longer respected the emperor. Instead, they ruled provinces independently and 

supported the rise of regional states. Factions among them destroyed unity in the court and 

weakened decisions. As the empire declined, the emperor’s authority was reduced only to Delhi 

and nearby areas. The power of the nobility became a symbol of the empire’s decline. Their 

dominance was one of the most important reasons why the Mughal Empire broke apart between 

1707 and 1761. 

 


