
Background of 1937 Elections 

The 1937 elections were held under the Government of India Act 1935. It was the first time 

Indians got the chance to run provincial governments. Congress and the Muslim League both 

took part, but the political environment favored Congress because it was more organized, while 

Muslims were divided and weak. 

Congress Victory in 1937 Elections 

Congress won most seats in the elections, especially in Hindu-majority areas. It formed 

governments in seven provinces out of eleven. This success made Congress look like the main 

party of India and showed its strong influence all over the country. 

 Weakness of Muslim League in 1937 

The Muslim League was still very weak in 1937. It had little support in villages and was mainly 

followed by urban, educated Muslims. It lacked funds, strong campaigning, and the support of 

regional leaders. Because of this, Congress easily dominated the elections. 

 Role of Hindu Majority and Support for Congress 

Hindus were the majority in most provinces, and they strongly supported Congress. Their large 

numbers helped Congress secure more seats in assemblies. Since Muslims were minorities in 

many provinces, they could not compete, and this gave Congress a big advantage. 

Congress Ministries and Their Control in Provinces 

After the elections, Congress formed ministries in seven provinces. They introduced policies that 

promoted Hindu culture and language. Hindi was given importance over Urdu, and Hindu 

traditions were encouraged in schools. This made Muslims feel ignored and insecure. 

Discrimination Against Muslims During Congress Rule 

During Congress rule, Muslims faced open discrimination. They were given fewer chances in 

jobs and education. Their cultural practices and language were sidelined, while Hindu festivals 

and customs were highlighted. This unfair treatment created anger among Muslims. 

 Impact on Pakistan Movement 

The Congress rule from 1937 to 1939 showed Muslims the danger of Hindu majority control. 

They realized they could not live with dignity under Congress. This experience increased support 

for the Muslim League and strengthened the idea of a separate homeland, which later became 

Pakistan. 

 


