Pakistan and Bangladesh Relations
Introduction

Pakistan and Bangladesh are Muslim countries of South Asia that were once part of the same
country.

From 1947 to 1971, East Pakistan was part of Pakistan, but due to political, economic, and
regional differences, it separated in 1971 and became Bangladesh.

After independence, relations between the two countries were bitter at first, but with time, both
tried to build peaceful and friendly ties.

The separation of East Pakistan was one of the most painful events in Pakistan’s history.
Although the start was full of mistrust, both countries realized that friendship and cooperation
were necessary for progress and unity in the Muslim world.

The Legacy of the 1971 War

In 1971, a civil war broke out between East and West Pakistan.

India supported East Pakistan, which led to the creation of Bangladesh.

The war caused deep emotional wounds, loss of lives, and destruction.

Many families were separated, and Pakistan faced international criticism and political isolation.
The 1971 war left a painful memory for both nations.

However, Pakistan gradually accepted Bangladesh as an independent state, understanding that
peace and reconciliation were better than continued hostility.

This became the first step toward better relations.

Establishment of Better Relations (1972-1975)

After Bangladesh became independent, it wanted recognition from all countries, including
Pakistan.

At first, Pakistan found it hard to accept because of the emotional shock of separation.

Later, Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto took a bold step and recognized Bangladesh in
1974.

Diplomatic relations were established, and ambassadors were exchanged between Islamabad
and Dhaka.

This decision opened the way for friendship and cooperation.

Both countries started communicating through diplomacy and focused on trade and peace.
It marked a new beginning in Pakistan—Bangladesh relations.

Role of the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC)

The Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) played a very important role in improving
relations.
In 1974, Pakistan hosted the Lahore Islamic Summit, and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Prime



Minister of Bangladesh, was invited to attend.

It was the first time leaders of Pakistan and Bangladesh met after the war.

The OIC encouraged both nations to forget past differences and work for Muslim unity.
The Lahore Summit became a symbol of peace, brotherhood, and Islamic solidarity.
It showed that both countries could cooperate as equal members of the Muslim world.

Bhutto’s Visit to Bangladesh

After recognizing Bangladesh, Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto visited Dhaka in 1974.
It was a historic and emotional visit, as he was the first Pakistani leader to go there after
independence.

Bhutto met Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and both agreed to start a new era of friendship.
The visit reduced political tension and brought the two governments closer.

Bhutto’s efforts showed Pakistan’s willingness to forgive the past and focus on the future.
His visit was warmly welcomed in Bangladesh and strengthened people-to-people
understanding.

Trade Agreements and Economic Cooperation

After diplomatic recognition, Pakistan and Bangladesh began to rebuild trade and economic
ties.

Both countries reopened air links, shipping routes, and banking channels.

They signed agreements to promote trade in textiles, jute, and agricultural goods.

These trade deals benefited the economies of both nations and helped improve relations.
They realized that economic cooperation was important for progress and peace.

Trade became a bridge of friendship between the two countries.

Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Cooperation

Both Pakistan and Bangladesh face natural disasters like floods, cyclones, and heavy rains.
Pakistan offered relief goods and financial aid to Bangladesh during times of need.

These gestures were appreciated by the Bangladeshi people and government.

Such acts of kindness built trust and goodwill between the nations.

It showed that humanity and brotherhood are stronger than political differences.

Disaster relief efforts became a symbol of renewed friendship and cooperation.

Conclusion

Pakistan and Bangladesh have gone through a painful past, but both countries have shown the
will to move forward.

Through diplomacy, trade, and humanitarian cooperation, they have built a better relationship.
Today, both nations work together in the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and
support each other in times of need.

The story of Pakistan and Bangladesh teaches that forgiveness and unity are essential for peace.



Both countries share a common faith and cultural roots, and by maintaining friendship, they
can contribute to the progress of the Muslim world.



