
 

Social Causes of 1857 War 
Introduction 

The social causes of the 1857 War were rooted in Indian resentment against British interference 

in traditional customs, religions, and daily life. The British claimed to be reformers, but many 

Indians felt these reforms were forced and disrespectful to their culture. 

Interference in Traditions 

The British introduced reforms such as the abolition of sati (1829), the legalization of widow 

remarriage (1856), and actions against child marriage and female infanticide. While reformers 

like Raja Ram Mohan Roy supported these changes, many orthodox Hindus and Muslims viewed 

them as foreign interference in their traditions. This caused anger, especially among the 

conservative sections of society. 

Religious Suspicions 

Christian missionaries became very active under British rule. They opened schools, hospitals, 

and orphanages, but also promoted conversion. Many Indians began to fear that the British 

government was secretly trying to Christianize India. Western education was also associated 

with Christian values, deepening this suspicion. This religious fear brought Hindus and Muslims 

together against a common enemy. 

Social Inequality and Discrimination 

The British treated Indians as socially inferior. In government services, high positions were 

reserved for Europeans, while Indians were excluded. Even in the army, Indian soldiers could not 

rise above low ranks. Educated Indians felt frustrated as they were denied opportunities despite 

qualifications. Caste traditions were also challenged—for example, soldiers were forced to travel 

overseas, which was considered a religious violation. All this created anger and humiliation. 

Summary of Social Causes 

In short, the social causes of the 1857 revolt included interference in traditions, religious 

suspicions, and racial discrimination. While some reforms were progressive, they appeared as 

forced changes without respecting Indian culture. This created fear and anger in society, adding 

to political and economic discontent. Thus, social causes played an important role in uniting 

Indians emotionally in the struggle against British rule. 

 


