
The Dispute over Jammu and Kashmir 

Historical Background 

The dispute over Jammu and Kashmir began in 1947, during the partition of British India. The 

princely state was ruled by Maharaja Hari Singh, a Hindu ruler of a Muslim-majority population. 

Initially, he wished to remain independent, but after tribal forces from Pakistan invaded, he 

signed the Instrument of Accession to India in exchange for military assistance. Pakistan 

rejected this accession, claiming that the majority of the population desired to join Pakistan. The 

issue was later taken to the United Nations, which recommended a plebiscite, but it has never 

been held. This marked the beginning of a long-standing territorial and political conflict between 

India and Pakistan. 

Political and Territorial Division 

After the first war in 1947–48, a UN-mediated ceasefire established a Line of Control (LoC), 

dividing the region into two parts. India controls the areas of Jammu, Kashmir Valley, and 

Ladakh, while Pakistan administers Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. China 

also occupies Aksai Chin, which India claims as its own territory. All three countries — India, 

Pakistan, and China — have stakes in the region, making Kashmir a geopolitical flashpoint in 

South Asia. The LoC remains heavily militarized, with frequent ceasefire violations and ongoing 

tension. 

Wars and Military Confrontations 

The dispute over Kashmir has caused several wars between India and Pakistan. The first war 

(1947–48) resulted in the partition of the region. The second war (1965) further intensified 

mistrust, while the 1971 war, though mainly about Bangladesh, affected Kashmir indirectly. The 

Kargil conflict of 1999 again brought both nuclear-armed nations close to large-scale war. Since 

then, border skirmishes and cross-border firing have continued. These confrontations have 

deepened hostility and made peaceful resolution more difficult, as both countries view Kashmir 

as central to their national identity. 

Human Rights and International Involvement 

The people of Kashmir have suffered greatly due to the ongoing conflict. Reports from 

international organizations describe human rights violations, disappearances, restrictions on 

media, and heavy militarization. The United Nations has consistently urged both India and 

Pakistan to engage in peaceful dialogue and respect the right of self-determination for 

Kashmiris. However, India maintains that the issue is an internal matter, opposing any foreign 

involvement. Despite international concern, global powers have largely limited their engagement 

to diplomatic statements, without enforcing concrete measures to end the crisis. 

Contemporary Developments and Future Prospects 



In August 2019, India revoked Article 370 of its Constitution, removing the special autonomy 

previously granted to Jammu and Kashmir. The state was reorganized into two Union 

Territories — Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. Pakistan strongly condemned this move, reduced 

diplomatic ties, and sought global support against it. The decision led to increased troop 

deployment, curfews, and political detentions. For the future, peace in the region depends on 

mutual dialogue, confidence-building, and recognition of Kashmiris’ political and human 

rights. Without addressing the aspirations of the people, no long-term stability can be achieved. 

Conclusion 

The dispute over Jammu and Kashmir remains one of the most complex and enduring conflicts 

in the world. It involves issues of territorial control, nationalism, religion, and human rights. 

Despite decades of war and diplomacy, a lasting solution is still elusive. True peace will require 

political courage, regional cooperation, and above all, justice for the people of Kashmir who 

have lived under uncertainty for generations. 

 


