
The consequences of the civil war 

Political Background 

The Fall of Dhaka and Creation of Bangladesh 

On 16 December 1971, Pakistani forces in Dhaka surrendered to Indian and Mukti Bahini 

forces. 

This event marked the birth of Bangladesh, ending 24 years of a united Pakistan. 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, freed from imprisonment, became the founding leader. 

The new nation faced economic collapse but strong national identity and global sympathy helped 

recovery. 

Political Collapse in West Pakistan 

The war exposed the military regime’s failures. 

Yahya Khan, already unpopular, faced nationwide anger, protests, and political isolation. 

Under immense pressure, he resigned on 20 December 1971, transferring power to Zulfikar Ali 

Bhutto. 

This marked the end of military dictatorship (1969–71) and the beginning of civilian 

governance. 

Economic and Human Consequences 

The war devastated both wings. 

Pakistan lost valuable resources — fertile lands, industrial centers, and seaports like Chittagong. 

It also lost foreign exchange income from jute exports. 

Millions died, and thousands were displaced. 

The psychological impact was immense — a sense of national humiliation and grief spread 

across society. 

International Impact 

India’s successful intervention elevated its regional and international standing. 

The USSR gained influence through its Indo-Soviet Treaty, while the USA’s support for 

Pakistan was criticized. 

Bangladesh gained global recognition and sympathy, while Pakistan became diplomatically 

isolated until Bhutto’s outreach diplomacy. 

Rebuilding Pakistan 

After Yahya’s resignation, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto took charge of a broken nation. 

He launched political, constitutional, and economic reforms, including the 1973 Constitution, 

to restore stability. 



Bhutto aimed to rebuild national unity, strengthen democracy, and redefine Pakistan’s foreign 

and defense policies. 

Lessons from the Tragedy 

The 1971 war taught Pakistan a permanent lesson — denial of democracy and political 

inequality can destroy national cohesion. 

The tragedy reinforced the need for federal balance, participatory politics, and respect for 

diversity. 

It remains one of the most transformative and painful episodes in Pakistan’s history. 

Conclusion 

The Civil War of 1971 concluded with the creation of Bangladesh and the downfall of Yahya 

Khan’s military regime. 

It reshaped Pakistan’s politics, economy, and identity. 

The separation served as a warning that national unity cannot survive without justice, 

equality, and democratic inclusion. 

 


